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VOL 1, No3

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY

Notes From The
President's Desk
Black colleges
and universities
in Texas have recently been put ·
under renewed
scrutiny.
The
Select Committee on Higher
Education appointed by Governor White
and leaders of the Legislature held
hearings on March 13 in Tyler, Texas on
historically Black colleges and universities. A recent series of articles published
in the Houston Chronicle reviewed the
status of these same institutions be•
tween the 16th and 19th of March In
each case, the questions raised reflect a
conviction on the part of some that
these institutions have outlived their
usefulness-that these institutions
should either be closed or integrated to
the point that they lose their racial
identity.

r

While some critics attempt to make a
case against these institutions based on
performance, the majority of the questions betray a mindset which suggest!
that performance is not the issue but
racial identity is. How else can one
explain an attempt to make generalized
statements about institutions as disparate as small Black liberal arts colleges
and major Black state universities simply because the majority of their students
are Black One never sees attempts to
make generalized statements about
institutions of higher education strictly
on the basis that most of their students
are white. A serious analysis of institutions of higher education would seek
comparisons based on many more
factors than race. Ultimately, the only
factor that counts is performance.
At Prairie View A&M University, we
jSee Notes, page 4)

APRIL 1986

"ROAST AND TOAST' Set At Adams Mark
PRAIRIE VIEW, TX- Prairie View A&M
University will hold its First Annual
Scholarship Banquet featuring a Roast
and Toast for Mr. Kenny Houston and a
special Honors Tribute for Coach
Williams "Billy" Nicks, Sr.
During this banquet the plans for
dedicating the Prairie View Physical
Education, Recreation, Intramural and
Athletic complex will be revealed The

complex will be named the W. J. "Billy''
Nicks, Sr. Physical Education, Recreation, Intramural and Athletic Complex.
in consideration of Coach 'Nicks' contri·
bution in all areas of sports at Prairie
View and his dedication and success in
molding outstanding athletes, such as
Kenny Houston
jSee "Roast", page 2)

"Family Day'' To Be Held April 5
Great enthusiasm has been generated among the planning committee for
the upcoming PVAMU Family Day, April
5, 1986.
"Once an annual event formerly
recognized as Parents Day, this occasion
has been absent from the PV activity
schedule for too long." voiced Dean
Smith An extension of the new program,
sponsored by the Office of Student
Activities and Student Affairs chaired by
Mrs. Vivian Smith, Dean of Students, is
the extending of invitations to current

Polk- Davenport
Scholarship Announced

and prospective PV students and
families.
A special luncheon, dorm competitions for the greatest number of family
participants, tours of the campus and an
opportunity to visit with President Pierre
and PV faculty and staff are highlights of
the day's activities.
Coinciding with the Family Day
activities is the Miss PV Pageant, to be
presented in the evening to culminate a
memorable day.

Profile:

Chancellor and Mrs. Arthur Hansen
have established a $10,000 endowed
scholarship in honor of the Leatha Polk
and Booker T. Davenport families. The
Polk-Davenport Honor Award will be
presented annually to a qualified freshman who has demonstrated outstanding
academic achievement and exhibited a
selfless humanitarian spirit
Leotha Polk. born Mar 22, 1925 was a
woman of deep Christian conviction who
brightened the lives of all that she
touched A mother of five, she dedicated
her life to the service of others with an
unselfish giving spirit

A new era in the
realm of high technology has emerged Its global impact
on the future will
depend on mankinds readiness to
assume a responsibile position
DR ISRANI
The appointing of Dr. Hakumat Israni
as Dean, College of Engineering Technology is an example of the University's
continuous forward progress and
committment to future excellence.
Dr. IsranL born in India, educated at
Banaras Hindu University, B.S. Civil

(See Scholarship, page 3)

I See Profile, page 4)

Houston Symphony Enchants PV Audience

"Roast And Toast''
(continued from page 1)

The Houston Symphony in its musical salute to Amadeus in Hobart Taylor Hall
PRAIRIE VIEW, TX- The Houston
Symphony Chamber Orchestra. one of
the outstanding major orchestras in the
United States, performed in concert at
Prairie View A&M University at 8:00 p.m
on Monday, March 24, 1986 in the Recital
Hall of Hobart Taylor Building. The
program consisting of the musical works
ofW. A Mozart and Antonio Salieri with
featured soloists William Caballero,
horn and Carol Gale, soprano. Mozart

and Salieri are the composers represented in the academy award winning
movie, "Amadeus."
The music director of the Houston
Symphony is Sergio ·comissiona The
performance at Prairie View which was
partially supported by a grant from the
Texas Commission on the Arts and the
National Endownment for the Arts, was
conducted by Toshiyaki Shimada

Nursing School Inaugurates RO.D.S.
A program designed to help retain
students in the College of Nursing has
been funded by the Department of
Health and Human Services.
RO.D.S. (Retention of Disadvantaged
Students) has a two- fold thrust, accoring to its director, Ms. JoAnn Blake.
"Because of a lack of adequate preparation on the part of many students
that come to us for nursing training.
there is a higher attrition rate in the first
and second years of schooling.
"The RO.D. S. program will allow for a
10 week pre- nursing summer institute,
structured to give in depth emphasis in

English. math and science, Secondly,
there will be an ongoing tutorial program to further assist thos students with
latent potential to succeed"
The $134,000 grant is one of the only
programs of its kind specifically geared
to nursing programs. In addition to the
program director, an instructor and
counselor, there are 10 studeht tutors.
Approximately 17 percent of the 150
nursing students are expected to benefit
from the on going tutorial availability.
Funded in October of 1985, this is the
first year of a proposed three year
project

School of Nursing Dean To Start June I
The TAM US Board of Regents appointed Dr. Dorothea E. Webb Williams, Dean
of Nursing upon the recommendation of
Dr. Percy A. Pierre, university president
Dr. Williams will take over as head of
Prairie View A&M's Houston-based
College of Nursing June 1. She is currently on the faculty at Columbia
University School of Nursing. Earlier in
her 15-year career, she held positions at
Wayne State University, Howard University, William Patterson College, Coppin

State College, Provident Hospital in
Baltimore and Brook Lane Psychiatric
Center in Hagerstown, Maryland
She earned her B.S. in nursing at
Vanderbilt University and M.S. and PhD.
at the University of Michigan
"Dr. Williams is a specialist in the
field of diabetes treatment and counseling and has a strong record of scholarly
activity in the fields of nursing and
patient education," Dr. Pierre told the
regents in making this recommendation

The Roast and Toast will take place
Saturday, May 3, 1986, 7:00 p.m at the
Adam's Mark HoteL 2900 Briarpark
Drive, Houston, Texas 77042.
Scheduled participants are, Earl
Campbell (Houston Oilers), Brigg Owens
(Washington Redskins), Bum Phillips
(Houston Oilers, New Orleans Saints),
Mel Blunt (Pittsburg Steelers), Wally
Lemm (Houston Oilers), and Toastmaster
Ron Franklin of KPRC- TV.
Tickets are $30.00 per person Reservations may be made by contacting
Bobrie Jefferson (409) 857-2907.

Research Foundation Underway
September I, 1985 marked the official date establishing the Prairie View
Research Foundation
A non-profit organization created to
prepare and negotiate grants and contracts on behalf of Prairie View A&M
University, operates as an indepedent
enterprise under the auspices of the
Texas A&M Research Foundation,
College Station, in the name of Prairie
View Research Foundation
All research for the compilation of
proposals, grants and contracts is administered by PVAMU. The research
foundation conducts the business of
negotiation and accounting systems
with officers of the Prairie View Research
Foundation

TAMUS Board
Awards Contract
COLLEGE STATION-Construction
will begin this month on a new five- story
library building. an architecturally distinctive structure that officials say will
become the foremost landmark on
campus.
The 149,000- square- foot building.
capable of accommodating nearly
400,000 volumes, will be built under a
$9,625,000 contract awarded the 25th of
March by the Texas A&M University
System (TAMUS) Board of Regents to
Robert E. McKee, Inc. of Houston
TAMUS construction officials overseeing the project say the facility will be
highly computerized and include a
learning resource center.
The new library building will be
located at the end of the main campus
drive, with a mall and major landscaping
beautification included in the project

Freeman Appointed
Institute Director

Rev. Joseph Lowery Challenges Students

Dr. Theodore
R Freeman has

been
named
Director of the
newly
created
Institute for Innational
Agri·
business Studies
(HAS) at Prairie View A&M University. The
Institute, authorized by the Board of
Regents of the Texas A&M University
System at its regular meeting in January
1986, will serve as an administrative
mechanism to institutionalize the University's involvement in international
programs and activities.
Freeman. who is also Dean of the
College of Agriculture and Director of
Research. has been extensively involved
in international agribusiness activities
for many years. Prior to joining the
faculty at PVAMU in 1982, he served in
several technical and administrative
positions with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and as a consultant to
government and industry on agribusiness development
The Institute will serve as a focal
point for marshalling the full resources
of the University, in cooperation with
government and industry, in addressing
critical world food processing and
distribution issues by:
• Facilitating special training programs
for American and foreign scholars.
• Promoting research capabilities in
international food and agricultural
development
• Providing technical information to the
agribusiness industry on a world-wide
scale.
Freeman was quoted as saying. "that
in addition to conducting special research and training programs. the
Institute will play a key role in providing
the linkages with U.S. and foreign
governments, business and industry, and
other institutions and multi-national
organizaitons. Key among these are such
agencies and institutions as the U.S.
Agency fo r International Development,
the International Science and Education
Council the National Association of
State Universities and Land Grant
Colleges. the National Association for
Equal Opportunity in Higher Education.
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

SGA President, Mary Powell presents plaque of appreciation to Dr. Lowery.
PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS- Reverend
Joseph E. Lowery, president of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), called upon the Reagan
Administration on the 20th of March not
to turn back the clock on the advancements and achievements made by Black
Americans during the Civil Rights era of
the 1960's.
In an address to honor students on
the campus of Prairie View A&M University for the occasion of its Spring
Convocation. Dr. Lowery also addressed
the need for America to develop a
sensitive foreign policy.
"Blacks have the moral responsibility to challenge our nation's foreign
policy", suggests Dr. Lowery. "We supported Somosa in El Salvador, and he is
gone. We supported Duvalier in Haitl
and he is gone; Marcos in the Phillipines.
he is gone. and the Shaw oflran and he is
gone. We're supporting Botha is South
Africa. by this time next year he should
be gone"!
Dr. Lowery pointed to the increase
in teenage pregnancy rates as a reflection of the deterioration of the tradition-

al family unit
"The primary role of the black family
is to develop a focus of who we are,
where we're going and where we need to
be. Historically, the source of our
strength as a people, has come from the
nuclear and extended family."
Expressing his concern for preserving a positive legacy for Black
Americans, Dr. Lowery concluded, "I
don't want historians to record the fact
that our generation fell victim to the
assault from without by default from
within"
Dr. Lowery emphasized the role of
the traditionally black college as a vital
link of the extended family. "The black
college must not only train its students
in technical areas, but also to develop a
strong moral perspective that will
sensitize all Americans to spiritual
goals."
Prairie View A&M University recognized 1,347 students for outstanding
academic achievement in the Spring and
Fall l 985 semesters.

Polk- Davenport Scholarship
(continued from page l)
On the day of her earthly departure,
Mrs. Polk. on an errand of mercy, was
fatally injured in an automobile accident
May 27, 1985.
Booker T. Davenport, son-in-law of
Mrs. Loetha Polk. born May 20, 1948, a
1974 Prairie View graduate with a B.S. in
Special Education succumbed to cancer
on September 9, 1985. Booker Davenport

is survived by his wife Gloria Polk
Davenport and three children A devoted
family man Booker exhibited a strong
commitment to his personal and professional goals, setting a positive role
model for his children and community.
The first award was presented at the
Annual Spring Convocation and Honors
Award program March 20, 1986.

President's Desk
(continued from page l)
are committed to meeting the needs of
Texas and its citizens. At this time of
economic uncertainty in Texas, one
thing is certain. Texas needs more
college graduates of ever increasing
quality. It is not enough to get better
quality graduates, we also need more
graduates in many critical fields such as
engineering, teaching, business and
nursing. Therefore, Prairie View is dedi·
catd to both quality and quantity.
Increasingly, the graduates needed
by Texas will be minority graduates. By
the year 2000, thirty percent of high
school graduates will be either Black or
Hispanic. Yet today, only sixteen percent
of college graduates are Black or
Hispanic. This is a gap that must be
closed Today, Prairie View produces
twenty percent of all the Black graduate~
in Texas. We produce seventy-five per·
cent of Black engineering graduates in
Texas and forty percent of Black nursing
graduates in Texas. To close the gap in
Black college graduates, it will be neces•
sary not only for Prairie View to increase
its production of Black graduates, but
also for every University in the state of
Texas to increase its production of Black
graduates. Thus, for the foreseeable
future, the education of Blacks in Texas
must be a joint task of the historically
black institutions and the historically
white institutions and each must do
more. Texas cannot afford less.
The issue of quality must also be of
constant concem Our graduates must
be competitive in an increasingly de•
manding market place. That is why we
are constantly improving our instruc•
tional programs as well as our support
services. These improvements are made
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possible largely by the use of funds from
the Permanent University Fund With
this support, we feel we can meet both
quantitative and qualitative objectives
of the State for college graduates.

Dorm Renovation Approved
The TAMUS Board of Regents has
appropriated $200,000 for dormitory
renovation at Prairie View A&M Univer·
sity and $90,000 for detailed design of an
agricultural research laboratory.

Plans Set for
Alumni Confab
The 12th Annual National Conven•
tion of Prairie View A&M University,
sponsored by the PVAMU National
Alumni Association and hosted by the
PVAMU Local Alumni Association, is
scheduled July 15-20, 1986.
The convention has set three major
goals:
I) to construct a National
Headquarters Building: providing funds
and staffing 2) to establish an endow•
ment relative to scholarships and faculty
chairs; 3) challenge each alumnus to
pledge $5.00 for each year since graduation or last attendance as a student at
PVAMU. A long range goal of the convention is to build a football stadium an<.
athletic field
To facilitate the convention's goal&
while providing an atmosphere of
festivity, the activity calendar will
consist of two major components:
I. Two days,of on-campus social events
will allow alumni to interact socially.
2. Three days of business activities
including workshops and gues :
speakers, will provide an arena for
alumni to express viable and mean
ingful dialogue to the University.

Profile:
(continued from page I)
Engineering, University of Roorkie India,
M.S. Hydraulics and University of Arkansas. Ph.d Engineering Science brings an
international perspective to his technical field of expertise.
Combining his vast academic and
industry experience, Dr. Israni inherited
what was formerly the Department of
Industrial Education The reformed
department, now a viable Colltge, has
taken on a progressive direction in the
area of computer design and manufacturing.
Although the College is young, the
direction of the program is paramount to
the rate of growth. Dr. Israni draws a
parallel to "a person driving a car, top
speed from PV to Los Angeles with a
destination point of New York City, will
never get there!" The College of
Engineering Technology has focused its
direction on high technology and its role
in tomorrow's society.
Drawing on his many accomplishments in areas of energy oriented
education. merging education and computer aided drafting and design (CADD),
staff engineer (specifications and design
standards), mechanical research, civil
engineering in academia and industry,
Dr. Israni forsees, "PV as a major center
of education in high tech, Integrated
Computer Design and Manufacturing in
three · five years." We have the expertise, funds and support of President
Pierre, Dr. Cleaver and faculty, which are
vital in our development"
"Our greatest challenge in meeting
our goals," voiced Dr. Israni, "is keeping
abreast in this fast changing field
through constant training of faculty and
continuous updating of the program."

N ON•P'•OP'IT OltGIANIZATION

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HEMP'STEAD, TllXAII
P'ERMI T NO. 44

